
Council 
 
A meeting of Council was held on Wednesday 24th June 2026. 
 
Present: The Worshipful the Mayor (Cllr Robert Cook) 

Cllr Jim Beall, Cllr Pauline Beall, Cllr Michelle Bendelow, Cllr 
Clare Besford, Cllr Marc Besford, Cllr Carol Clark, Cllr Diane 
Clarke OBE, Cllr John Coulson, Cllr Stephen Dodds, Cllr 
Richard Eglington, Cllr Lisa Evans, Cllr Nathan Gale, Cllr John 
Gardner, Cllr Lynn Hall, Cllr Elsi Hampton, Cllr Stefan 
Houghton, Cllr Shakeel Hussain, Cllr Barbara Inman, Cllr Niall 
Innes, Cllr Eileen Johnson, Cllr Mohammed Mazi, Cllr Mrs Ann 
McCoy, Cllr Jack Miller, Cllr Mick Moore, Cllr Sufi Mubeen, Cllr 
Steve Nelson, Cllr Ross Patterson, Cllr David Reynard, Cllr 
Stephen Richardson, Cllr Tony Riordan, Cllr Paul Rowling, Cllr 
Vanessa Sewell, Cllr Norma Stephenson OBE, Cllr Mick 
Stoker, Cllr Hugo Stratton, Cllr Ted Strike, Cllr Marilyn Surtees, 
Cllr Emily Tate, Cllr Hilary Vickers, Cllr Marcus Vickers, Cllr 
Paul Weston, Cllr Barry Woodhouse and Cllr Katie Zagoria 

 
Officers: Mike Greene, Ged Morton, Chris Renahan, Simon Grundy, 

David Bage, Judy Trainer, Peter Bell, John Devine and Junita 
Agyapong 

 
Also in attendance:  Press and public 
 
Apologies: Cllr Stefan Barnes, Cllr Nigel Cooke, Cllr Ian Dalgarno, Cllr 

Kevin Faulks, Cllr Jason French, Cllr Ray Godwin, Cllr Andrew 
Sherris, Cllr Jim Taylor, Cllr Sylvia Walmsley, Cllr Alan Watson 
and Cllr Sally Ann Watson 

 
 

COU/32/26 Livestreaming 
 
The Chair announced to those present that the meeting would be live streamed.  
 

COU/33/26 Welcome and Evacuation Procedure 
 
The Worshipful the Mayor welcomed everyone and outlined the arrangements for the 
meeting. 
 

COU/34/26 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

COU/35/26 Stockton-on-Tees Local Plan 
 
Consideration was given to a report seeking the Council’s agreement to commence a 
new Local Plan in accordance with Regulations and the establishment of a cross party 
consultative advisory steering group. 
 
The report had been deferred from the Council meeting in May to allow responses to a 
number of questions. The responses were set out in Appendix 3 to the report. 



 
It was moved by Councillor Richard Eglington, seconded by Councillor Paul Rowling 
and  
 
RESOLVED That: 
 
1) Council approves the commencement of a full update of the Stockton on Tees 

Local Plan in accordance with the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) 
as amended and the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2026. 

 
2) Council delegates the preparation, publication and submission of a ‘Notice of 

intention to commence the Stockton on Tees Local Plan’ to the Director of 
Regeneration & Inclusive Growth in consultation with the Cabinet Member for 
Housing and Transport and that this will be made available in accordance with the 
Local Plan Timetable and no later than September 2026. 

 
3) Council approves the preparation and submission of an updated Local Plan 

Timetable in broad accordance with Appendix 1 and authorises its submission to 
the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) and its 
publication. 

 
4) Council delegates authority to the Director of Regeneration & Inclusive Growth in 

consultation with the Cabinet Member for Housing and Transport to update and 
publish the Local Plan Timetable monthly or as required, to ensure an up-to-date 
timetable is publicly available in accordance with Regulation 6 of the Town and 
Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2026. 

 
5) Council approves the commencement of a Design Guide Supplementary Plan to 

comply with the requirement of Section 15B and 15F(1) of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) and delegates authority to the 
Director of Regeneration & Inclusive Growth in consultation with the Cabinet 
Member for Housing and Transport to produce a draft document for consultation. 

 
6) Council authorises officers to explore the preparation of a Joint Minerals and 

Waste Plan with neighbouring Local Planning Authorities and delegate to the 
Director of Regeneration and Inclusive Growth in consultation with the Cabinet 
Member for Housing and Transport, the responsibility for all matters relating to 
Stockton-on-Tees Borough, including; 

 
a) the commissioning of an associated evidence base (as necessary); 

 
b) develop a ‘Joint Minerals and Waste Plan agreement’ under section 15I of the 

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) as amended; 
 

c) develop a Minerals and Waste Plan Timetable; 
 

d) undertake a ‘scoping consultation’ on the joint Tees Valley Minerals and Waste 
Local Plan; and 

 
e) produce all associated documentation to allow to progress the joint Tees Valley 

Minerals and Waste Local Plan to progress through Gateway 1. 
 



7) Council delegates authority to the Director of Regeneration & Inclusive Growth in 
consultation with the Cabinet Member for Housing and Transport, to agree 
commencement of the scoping consultation for the Local Plan which will:  

 
a) provide an opportunity for residents, community groups, businesses and other 

interested parties to register to be notified of Local Plan updates, via the 
Council website; 

 
b) consultation taking place in accordance with the Local Plan Regulations; 

 
c) consultation material being made publicly available; and 

 
d) a consultation plan being produced prior to Gateway 1 after having regard to 

comments made during the statutory scoping consultation. 
 
8) Council delegates authority to the Director of Regeneration & Inclusive Growth in 

consultation with the Cabinet Member for Housing and Transport, to undertake all 
necessary steps to inform and prepare the documents for the Gateway 1 self-
assessment which may include commissioning evidence, undertaking a call for 
sites and preparing draft vision, Local Plan content and consultation plan, on the 
proposed local plan. 

 
9) Council approves the formation of a cross-party consultative and advisory 

Members working group in broad accordance with the draft Terms of Reference at 
Appendix 2 to support the Local Plan process. 

 
 


